












































MS4 Inspection Report/City of Mount Vernon, New York–
February 20, 2013 (DPW Garage) and April 9-10, 2013 (Outfalls) 

 
 
Background 
 
The City of Mount Vernon is located in the south central area of Westchester County, New York with 
a population of 68,000 based on the year 2011 census.   
 
Mount Vernon is bordered on the south by the Bronx, on the west by the City of Yonkers, on the north 
by Bronxville and Eastchester, and on the east by Pelham Manor. The highway network consists of 
approximately 4.4 sq miles of City maintained highway, with links to the Bronx River Parkway, the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, and the Cross County Parkway. The City is primarily a residential 
community, divided into four major neighborhoods: Downtown, Mount Vernon Heights, North Side, 
and South Side. The business area is concentrated in the downtown and Heights sections of the city. 
 
The main water bodies to which stormwater flows is the Bronx and Hutchinson Rivers. The New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation identifies water quality related problems on its 303d 
List (Individual Waterbody’s with Impaired Segments) as pollution due to Dissolved Oxygen/Oxygen 
Demand and Pathogens in the Hutchinson River and Oil/Grease, Dissolved Oxygen/Oxygen Demand 
and Pathogens in the Bronx River. The Town’s separate storm-water conveyance system consists of 
stormwater outfalls, catch basins, and interconnecting pipes maintained by the Department of Public 
Works. 
 
According to the most recent Municipal Compliance Certification Filing to NYSDEC, ending March 9, 
2012, the Village indicated that there were 72 outfalls within City jurisdiction, draining to both the 
Bronx and Hutchinson Rivers. However, some of these were catch basins, so the actual number is 
thirty three (33), all of which were mapped. 
 
Inspection (Day 1) 
 
 
On February 20, 2013 Commissioner Curtis Woods, along with various representatives from the City 
of Mount Vernon, met with EPA representatives Jerry Ciotola and Robert Ferri, and DEC 
representatives Natalie Browne and Aparna Roy to discuss the MS4 inspection, followed by an onsite 
inspection of the City’s DPW garage located at 33 Canal Street, Mount Vernon, New York. During the 
morning meeting, we reviewed the mapping and discussed the City’s Public Works operations facility, 
stormwater pollution prevention, and best management practices for the 33 Canal Street facility. 
NYSDEC issued a MSGP SPDES Permit NY0260312 for the facility, which requires sampling and 
monitoring for stormwater discharges to Outfall 001. In addition, the City is required to properly 
operate and maintain the 33 Canal St facility, clean its trench drain, conduct weekly inspections of its 
stormwater oil/water separator, and conduct monitoring and sampling at the facility. 
 
On February 20th, 2013 EPA conducted the inspection with DEC and found continued violations at the 
facility, resulting in the issuance of an Administrative Order CWA-02-2013-3025 to cease any further 
dry weather discharges off-site to the MS4 (Eastchester Creek). The City acknowledged the complaint 
of March 27, 2013 and is preparing a detailed Plan of Action to mitigate the violations. The most 
recent SWMP for the Public Works operations facility was updated June 1, 2012. 
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On April 9-10, 2013, the City DPW representatives, and EPA inspectors Ciotola and Ferri, conducted 
the outfall inspection for both the Hutchinson and Bronx River watersheds, and random inspection of 
catch basins within a few blocks of the downtown area near City Hall Roosevelt Square. The findings 
are as follows. 
 
Weather Conditions: For all three days, inspection day weather was sunny and dry.   
 
City of Mount Vernon, New York (Day 2, 3) 
 
 
The Department of Public Works is responsible for maintenance of Mount Vernon’s storm sewer 
systems and sanitary system, which flows to the Yonkers Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant. The 
DPW maintains catch basins and storm drains ranging in various sizes from 6" to 72" diameter lines. 
There are approximately 33 storm sewer outfall locations within the city limits. Maintenance requires 
periodic cleaning and flushing of the catch basins and storm sewers. The storm water flows to the east 
are to the Hutchinson, and the west to the Bronx River. The Hutchinson River exhibited a large degree 
of eutrophication, evidenced by the excessive algae growth, most likely due to nutrient inputs. The 
portion of the Bronx River that we observed, appeared to be heavily silted, contained large amount of 
floatables along the banks, and had an opaque color in shallow areas. The River is degraded primarily 
due to urban stormwater pollutant inputs from point and nonpoint sources. 
 
Findings and Preliminary Conclusions 
 
Based on our field assessment, there were a number of outfalls that exhibited dry weather flows, 
especially to the Hutchinson River. Additionally, throughout the inspection of stormwater outfalls to 
the Bronx River, we noted physical indicators of potential illicit discharges, including deposits and 
stains around the base of the pipe, vegetative growth, poor water quality, and odors that appear to be 
sanitary in nature. We observed excessive floatables/debris in many catch basins, and in one incident, 
dumped antifreeze was observed in the sump within proximity of city hall. 
 
Dry weather sampling by EPA DESA confirmed the possibility of direct connections via illegal cross 
connections from sanitary to storm sewer, and the possibility of intermittent discharges from resident 
and commercial establishments were highly probable. A comprehensive screening strategy is 
recommended to eliminate sources of a illicit discharges. The storm water outfalls that were observed 
during the EPA April 9 and 19, 2013 inspection and were subsequently sampled during dry weather for 
coliform and surfactants, contained in the spreadsheet (attached). 
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Mount Vernon Outfall Pictures from 4/9/2013 and 4/10/2013 
 

 
Figure 1 P1010604: Outfall #11 note pipe staining 

 

 
Figure 2 P1010608: Outfall #24 discharging dewatering sediment into Hutchinson River 

 

 
Figure 3 P1010609: Outfall #24 discharging dewatering sediment into Hutchinson River 
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Figure 4 P1010610: Mount Vernon dewatering operation discharging to Hutchinson River 

 

 
Figure 5 P1010611: Mount Vernon dewatering operation 

 

 
Figure 6 P1010612: Mount Vernon dewatering operation 
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Figure 7 P1010613: view into pit being dewatered 

 

 
Figure 8 P1010614: Outfall #30 from Target parking lot, note algae 

 

 
Figure 9 P1010615 Outfall #30 from Target parking lot, note algae 
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Figure 10 P1010616: Outfall #33 to government canal, at Sprague Tank Farm 

 

 
Figure 11 P1010617: Outfall #33 to government canal, at Sprague Tank Farm 

 

 
Figure 22 P1010618: Outfall #33 to government canal, at Sprague Tank Farm 
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Figure 33 P1010619: Outfall #33 to government canal, at Sprague Tank Farm 

 

 
Figure 14 P1010622:  View down manhole, near 100 Oak Street, under the bridge 

 

 
Figure 45 P1010624: View of an unlabeled outfall (obscured) from Bronx River Road, probably 
from Metro Green 
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Figure 16 P1010625: Another view of an unlabeled outfall (obscured) from Bronx River Road, 
probably from Metro Green, note sediment plume in center of photo 

 

 
Figure 17 P1010626: Metro Green sign 

 

 
Figure 18 P1010627: Outfall #51 taken from trail along Bronx River 
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Figure 19 P1010628: Outfall #51 taken from trail along Bronx River 

 

 
Figure 20 P1010629: Outfall #51 taken from trail along Bronx River 

 

 
Figure 21 P1010630: Outfall #52 could only see outer blocks, not outfall 
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Figure 22 P1010632: Outfall #53 taken from trail along Bronx River  

 

 
Figure 23 P1010633: Outfall #53 taken from trail along Bronx River  

 

 
Figure 24 P1010634: Outfall #53 taken from trail along Bronx River  
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Figure 25 P1010635: Outfall #53 taken from trail along Bronx River  

 

 
Figure 26 P1010637 Silt fencing to protect Bronx River from bridge construction work 
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Figure 85 P1010624: View of an unlabeled outfall (obscured) from Bronx River Road, probably 
from Metro Green 
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probably from Metro Green, note sediment plume in center of photo 
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